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The new research facility will include two state-of-the-art 

research buildings (83,298 SF) at Auburn University's 

Research Park and two additional buildings (11,899 SF) at 

a second site near the AU campus. Figure 1 is a rendering 

of the completed buildings at Research Park. These 

buildings are expertly designed for current research efforts 

and will greatly expand our capacity to conduct state-of-

the-art agricultural research. The buildings will house 

research on conservation cropping systems, 

environmentally sound animal waste management, and 

global climate change, as well as other research efforts 

focused on improved poultry production practices, cotton 
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Plans for new NSDL facilities are moving forward, and 

while the actual construction phase has yet to begin, NSDL 

held a groundbreaking ceremony on November 28, 2022. 

Retiring Senator Richard Shelby, who was instrumental in 

securing the $71 million construction allocation for the new 

facilities, was the featured speaker. Dr. Torbert, NSDL 

Research Leader, welcomed everyone to the event and Mr. 

Archie Tucker, Southeast Area Director for ARS, served as 

the Master of Ceremonies. Notable among these speakers 

were Dr. Simon Liu, Administrator of the USDA 

Agricultural Research Service (ARS), and Auburn 

University President Christopher Roberts. 

NSDL Breaks Ground on New Soil Research Buildings in Auburn, 
Alabama 

Figure 1.  A rendering of the new Agricultural Research Service research facility that will be located at Research Park 

in Auburn, AL. 
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Dates Meeting Location 

April 25, 2023 

Alabama Invasive Plant 

Council 20th Annual 

Conference 

Auburn, AL 

July 11-13, 2023 

American Peanut 

Research and Education 

Society (APRES) Annual 

Meeting  

Savannah, GA 

July 27-29, 2023 
Southern Peanut Growers 

Conference 
Miramar Beach, FL 

Aug. 6-9, 2023 
SWCS International 

Annual Conference  
Des Moines, IA 

Oct. 17-19, 2023 Sunbelt Ag. Expo  Moultrie, GA 

There is a common saying that ñyou are what you eatò. 

Well, in the center of what we all eat is the soil.  Whether to 

grow a food crop for direct human consumption or to grow 

crops and forages for animal grazing to promote animal 

growth and subsequent human consumption, a healthy soil 

promotes a healthy human. The search for sustainable solu-

tions that will improve soil health for plant and animal pro-

duction without sacrificing yield is essential. Since the mid-

dle of the last century, chemical fertilizers and manures, 

such as poultry litter have supported high crop yield. How-

ever, long-term intensive use of these inputs has caused 

negative effects in these soil systems that include environ-

mental pollution and contamination of surface and ground 

water. These negative impacts are similar in forage systems 

as production continues to expand in order to meet de-

mands.  

 

The southeast United States is prone to leaching and nutri-

ent runoff to water bodies, especially considering the 

amount of cattle produced in the region that use forages as 

the principal source of nutrition. In addition, the combina-

tion of high humidity with limited air movement, could fa-

vor development of disease that may hinder forage produc-

Beneficial Microbes for Improved 

Soil Health and Sustainable 

Forage Production 

disease control, improved forage production, and 

biochar use in agriculture. Our staff and special 

dignitaries, shown in Fig. 2, look forward to inviting all 

of you to the Grand Opening that is expected sometime 

in 2026. 

Figure 2. NSDL staff and dignitaries that attended the groundbreaking ceremony at Research Park on November  

28, 2022. 


